Early Rose variety, obtained from a summer planting in
the South four years previously, was brought to Moscow
from Odessa to be tested in the fields of the Institute of Genet-
ics of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R,, side by
side with a Moscow Early Rose variety, which had never
travelled to the South, and had never degenerated. The
Southerner produced 480 centners to the hectare, the Moscow
variety produced 220 centners.

The idea then arose in many people's minds that the
last word about summer planting had not yet been said, and
that, perhaps, it was not only a "local" problem concerning
the South.

. . . On June 10, 194^^ Trofim Denisovich Lysenko, a
member of the Academy of Sciences since 1939 and already
winner of two Stalin Prizes, was awarded the title of Hero
of Socialist Labour. The decree conferring the title upon
him stated that it was for "distinguished service in developing
agricultural science and for increasing the yields of agricul-
tural crops, particularly of potatoes and millet. ..."

At the Odessa Institute there is a photograph that was
taken in the initial period of summer planting. On the left
side of the photograph there is a tiny heap of five tubers,
the total weight of which was 100 grams. This was the yield
of a potato that had degenerated as a result of several years
of spring planting. On the other side there is a huge heap, also
of five tubers of the same Ella variety, and each of them
weighed five and even ten times as much as the entire five of
the left.
When I looked at this photograph, which so vividly
demonstrated the wonderful result of employing a method
so amazingly simple, I recalled the old story about how
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